Greetings NBYC Members!

As your Commodore, let me be the first to welcome you to the Normandy Beach Yacht Club 2026 season!  I am very excited for this year and hope you all are too, after thawing out from a very tough winter.  This will be the first of many emails from me throughout the season, highlighting what you need to know about events and goings-on at your club.  I encourage ALL of you to come, enjoy and get involved in the best kept secret Yacht Club on the bay.  I especially want to welcome our newest members to get involved.  It was not long ago when Lourdes and I walked into the club as new members and were warmly welcomed by members, young and old.  I hope you feel that coming in the doors as well.  Feel free to introduce yourself to anyone at the club.  I know from experience that names get forgotten and it is never a problem here.  Don't let it stop you from having a great time here.  

Your officers, board members and NHC board members have had a very busy off season getting the club ready for this year  These people have devoted countless hours and significant expertise to enhance the club for your enjoyment this year.  I never appreciated how much work goes into getting the club ready over the off season, but I do now!  It is not a single person, or even the leadership alone that has stepped up, but many volunteer members have answered the call to lend their skills to implement so many of the improvements we have made this offseason.  We had some weather related difficulties which required some quick responses and heads up detective work to keep things from becoming a calamity.  Suffice to say, this winter took a toll, but the club survived the prolonged frigid conditions.  To all of the people who answered the call, a huge thank you!  

There are a lot of things you may notice when you make your first visit to the club, or you may not, but I will use this letter to highlight them.  By the way, the first event of the season is one of our preseason events, the famous Kentucky Derby/Cinco de Mayo Saturday event, which will be May 2.  It is the break the ice event, so we will still be working some various kinks out, but has traditionally been a very popular and fun event.  Thank you to the Jago family, who always make great things happen, for sponsoring this event once again.  I will be sending details and a flyer very soon.

First, when you are sitting in the main room or bar, you may notice the TVs have been upgraded, and a second bar TV in the bar added for your viewing pleasure.  Many thanks to Wayne, your former Commodore, who, (thank GOD) finds his way over to the club, for helping out installing and wiring those.  If you look around, you might notice the main room is repainted, and the ceiling is freshly painted and there are new, beautiful fans overhead.  In the bar, you might notice the ceiling fans are also replaced.  The drop ceiling has also been replaced, courtesy of your Commodore and his happy band of volunteers, who made a critical mistake of volunteering after a NBIA First Friday event.  A member with expertise in the HVAC field even replaced the air diffusers up there.  After a few cocktails, you might notice the new floor on the way to the restroom, where you will find new facilities.  These do not need to be explained... Once you head back to your stool in the bar, you might look around and see the Commodore's Room has a new look.  Maybe more of an updated color scheme?  There are tons of little things you may or may not notice right away that have been updated or refreshed thanks to this amazing group of people.  

Of course, Once you get to sit down again, you will notice that some of the things that make our club so great are the people, one most notably is the eponymous (or is it "titular") Steve "Normandy" MacPeak.  He is the embodiment of the club and in some ways, Normandy itself.  He is the face of the club and has been for decades.  He is the man who runs the bar and the great crew of servers who will facilitate some of the best times of our summer.  

A little later in the season, once things are in full swing, you will notice that our kitchen capacity has been upgraded and refined.  We are planning a reservation system on the app for our very busy nights which will enhance our ability to get food to our members in a timely fashion. More details to follow. There are areas of increased cooking capacity which should increase capacity, cut down on wait times and deliver that overall yummy sensation of a smashburger when you get that first bite.  Since we have increased our cooking and prep capacity, our master chef Vinny and his staff (including BEETLE) will be satisfying that hunger you feel when you order up for those Thirsty Thursdays and beyond.  Based on the survey results, we will be making updates and enhancements to the menu this yea as well.  

As I mentioned, May 2 is our first official event, but we will be having our annual Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 18.  This is a good chance to chip in and help spiff up the place and catch up with friends from last season.  This event will be run by your Rear Commodore, Scott Hengst, who has already distinguished himself this off season with coordinating all the interior projects with the NHC. We all owe this man a huge thank you, (his favorite drink is a Thirsty Lobster).  You should have received his invitation for this event from him last week.  

Lest we forget, we are a SAILING club and will have a full schedule of junior and adult sailing all under the command of your Vice Commodore, Brian Wnorowski.  He will be advising and informing you of all things sailing for the season.  For those interested in getting an introduction to sailing, Brian will be running some introductory events, likely on some Wednesdays.  Of note, our first Thirsty Thursday will actually be on a Wednesday, due to a private event.  Just throwing that out there.

Our event schedule for the season is fairly close to full, with some spots to be filled in as time goes on.  Still working on some Wednesday activities, as last season was our first being open on Wednesday. Feel free to peruse the calendar on the website to see what we have planned.  For those of you who already have been peeking, my dental appointment is no longer on the 15th, it's been moved and removed from the club calendar.  Registration for events will follow last year's model and I will devote a separate email to that later.  

Also, as of today, there are approximately 60 member families who have not paid their 2026 dues.  In a few days, you will be hit with a late fee, so get that money in!

I will try to not inundate you with information on this email, so expect fairly frequent emails on specific topics as the season progresses.  This is only the beginning...

Cheers everyone, see you on cleanup day or at least on Kentucky Derby/Cinco de Mayo on May 2!


Robert A. Brautigan MD
Commodore
Normandy Beach Yacht Club 2026

